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The Commencement of Christmas

Do you know how Christmas all started? Well,
Christmas is often considered a Christian
festival celebrating the birth of Jesus.
However, the Romans actually celebrated two
holidays in the month of December. The first
was Saturnalia, which was a two-week festival
honoring their god of agriculture Saturn. On
December 25th, they celebrated the birth of
Mithra, their sun god. Both celebrations were
raucous drunken parties.
As Christianity spread across Europe the
Christian clergy were not able to curb the
pagan customs and celebrations. Since no one
knew Jesus’ date of birth they adapted the
pagan ritual into a celebration of his birthday.

This holiday is a cultural and religious
celebration among a lot of people all over the
world. Christmas is celebrated in many
countries around the world, but there are
di�erences in the way each nation celebrates
this special holiday. Christmas is celebrated
mostly by gift-giving, family, and other social
gatherings, symbolic decoration, feasting, etc.
Many people begin these celebrations at
midnight on December 24th, but there is no
right or wrong way to celebrate Christmas.
-Emily Ahumada and Amara Salazar

Christmas Program
Every year at the Driscoll Independent School
District we celebrate Christmas by having a
Christmas program. For the Christmas

program, most of the grade levels perform a
dance. We have had the Christmas program
for many years. When we do this celebration a
lot of families go. The Christmas program is
very fun to watch, and it is especially fun for
the kids who get to do the dancing. Although
this can take a while to set up, it's all worth it
in the end. The kids have something fun to do
after school, and the attendees get to relax and
watch an interesting show after a long day of
work. That’s why the Christmas program is
fun for everyone!

Christmas Activities
Do you love Christmas as much as I do? Well,
when the Christmas season starts, some
people listen to Christmas songs like Last
Christmas, All I Want For Christmas, Rockin
Around the Christmas Tree, and A Holly Jolly
Christmas. Some people even listen to them in
their vehicle and sing along.

One of my favorite things to do during this
holiday is White Elephant. So, what happens is
the first person opens a wrapped gift, and the
turn ends. On subsequent turns, each person
has the choice to either unwrap a new present
or to steal another's present. When a person's
gift is stolen, that person can either choose
another wrapped gift to open or can steal from
another player. It can be very fun!
There are so many fun things to do during
Christmas like bake cookies and cake,
gingerbread houses, and when it gets closer to

Christmas, kids can write letters to Santa.
Christmas can be a very fun holiday!
-Isabella Cruz

Time to Par-tey
It’s December, you know what that means? It’s
time to bring out the Christmas decorations,
and start sending letters to Santa. Although
some people decorate early, others start
decorating for Christmas in December.
Many of the popular Christmas activities
people find enjoyable this time of the month
are watching Xmas movies, drinking hot
chocolate, making gingerbread houses, ice
skating, etc. The colder weather allows people
to wear furry and warm jackets. In December,
many parents, or other household members,
enjoy taking children to meet and take
pictures with Santa Claus, either at the local
mall, or at the North Pole. This is the best time
to show Santa your Christmas list and ask him
to give you presents, no matter whether you’ve
been naughty or nice.
-Alyna Chavez

Kwanzaa History
The name Kwanzaa is derived from the phrase
“matunda ya kwanza” which means “first
fruits” in Swahili. Each family celebrates
Kwanzaa in its own way, but celebrations often
include songs, dances, African drums,
storytelling, poetry reading, and a large
traditional meal. On each of the seven nights,
the family gathers, and a child lights one of the
candles on the Kinara (candleholder), then one
of the seven principles is discussed. The
principles, called the “Nguzo Saba” (seven
principles in Swahili) are values of African
culture, building and reinforcing community
among African-Americans. Kwanzaa also has
seven basic symbols which represent values
and concepts reflective of African culture. An
African feast, called a Karamu, is held on
December 31.
-Ernie Rocha
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National Candy Cane Day

National Candy Cane Day gives candy lovers a
day to celebrate the red and white striped
candies found abundantly during the holidays.
In 1884, a recipe for a straight, white, with
colored stripes, peppermint stick, was
published. However, some stories tell of
all-white candy sticks in much earlier times.
Literature begins mentioning the candy cane
in 1866, and it was first known to be
connected with Christmas in 1874. As early as
1882, candy canes have been hung on
Christmas trees.
-Ernie Rocha

Geminid Meteor Shower
Have you heard of the Geminid Meteor
Shower? If you haven’t, well you're about to
learn. The Geminid Meteor Shower happens
every year around December 4th to the 16th.
This year, you can see the meteor shower on
Wednesday, December 14th and will end on
Thursday, December 15th. During this meteor
shower you could see about 75 meteors an
hour. It will last about 5 hours from 9 PM and
will reach its highest peak at 2 AM. The
Geminid Meteor Shower is also relatively new,
most of the other meteors have been observed
for centuries. The Geminid Meteor Shower
was thought to be caused by an asteroid called
3200 Phaethon, which was first discovered in
Manchester, England by NASA in the 1960s.
The Geminid meteors also move slower than
most by going 22 miles a second where most
meteors go 44 miles a second so this makes it
to where viewing them is easier. So, now you
know about the Geminid Meteor Shower.
-Elijah Molina

New Year’s Eve Traditions
The first celebration of New Year’s Eve dates
back 4,000 years. Julius Caesar, the emperor
of Rome, was first to declare January 1st a

national holiday. He named the month after
Janus, the Roman god of doors and gates.
There are many di�erent traditions people do
to celebrate New Year’s Eve all around the
world, for example in Mexico families like to
gather to make tamales, which are corn dough
stu�ed with all kinds of stu�, but we mostly
put meat, cheese, and veggies, wrapped in
husks. Then we give them to loved ones.
Another tradition is, in Brazil they go to the
beach since it's summer there. After midnight
you jump seven waves while you are making
seven wishes. But before you get in the water
you’re supposed to wear all white, as it
symbolizes purity. The tradition is rooted in
paying homage to Yemanja, the goddess of
water. A common tradition in the U.S is
watching the ball drop, millions gather around
the streets of time square (or around their
television) to watch the ball drop at the stroke
of midnight each year. It is one of the most
popular New Year’s Eve celebrations in the
U.S.
-Marina Cantu

Winter!
Winter is one of the coldest seasons of the
year. It starts on December 21, this year.
During winter, the sun is closest to earth.
However, south of the equator it is
summertime. That’s when the sun appears the
biggest in the sky. Winter is called Winter from
an old Germanic word which means “Time of
water”. Cold weather brings people together,
we yearn for warmth, love, and connection.
Did you know, during the winter of 1962-1963,
The United Kingdom had a very cold and
freezing winter, called The Big Freeze of 1963.
It got almost as low as -22 degrees! During
winter, Svalbard, Norway, can have 24 hour
nights, almost the entire ending of the year.
Svalbard is a group of islands between Norway
and the North Pole and is pretty much as far

north as you can go without joining an arctic
science expedition.
-Christian Peña

The Elf on the Shelf
Do you know about the elf on the shelf? Well,
the elf on the shelf tradition started back in
the 1970s. In 2005, Carol Aebersold and her
two daughters decided to share their
childhood tradition with the world. Carol and
her daughter Chanda Bell, self-published the
book in 2005 named �e Elf on the Shelf: A
Christmas Tradition. It came with a special box
with a small Scout Elf inside. The Scout Elf is
supposed to watch over children for Santa
Claus. This began a worldwide media
sensation, but it wasn't until 2007 that the true
magic began. What's so special about the elf
on the shelf? Well, the premise is that each
night your elf flies to the North Pole to tell
Santa Claus whether your children have been
naughty or nice. It's a cute way to keep the
spirit of Santa alive—and encourage good
behavior in your children in anticipation of
Christmas (and hopefully all year round).
Merry Christmas.

-Makayla X. Garcia


